To
The Assessing Officer
[Address]
Income Tax Department
Subject: Request for Dropping of Penalty Proceedings Under Section 271F
Reference:
· PAN: --------------------
· Assessment Year: ---------------------
· Notice under Section 148: -------------------
· Return of Income Filed on: --------------
Respected Sir,
With reference to the above-mentioned subject, I would like to submit the following for your kind consideration regarding the initiation of penalty proceedings under Section 271F of the Income Tax Act, 1961:
1. Issuance of Notice Under Section 148:
I have received a notice under Section 148 of the Income Tax Act dated [insert date] requiring me to furnish my Return of Income for the relevant Assessment Year. In compliance with the said notice, I have duly filed my Return of Income on [insert date].
2. Reason for Non-filing of Original Return:
The original return for the said Assessment Year could not be filed within the prescribed time due to [insert valid reasons, e.g., inadvertent omission, lack of awareness of tax liability, illness, business difficulties, etc.]. There was no deliberate intention to evade tax or contravene any provisions of the Act.
3. Filing of Return After Notice:
It is submitted that the return has been filed in response to the notice under Section 148, which signifies my willingness to comply with the tax laws and fulfill my obligations. Further, any tax liability arising from this return, including interest under Sections 234A, 234B, and 234C, has either been discharged or will be paid as per the assessment order.
4. Applicability of Section 271F:
Section 271F imposes a penalty for failure to furnish the return of income within the prescribed time under Section 139(1). However, the Hon’ble Courts have held in various cases that if the return is filed in response to a notice under Section 148, and the assessee demonstrates good cause for the delay, the penalty under Section 271F should not be imposed.
I draw your kind attention to the following case laws in support of my request:
· Suresh Ramanbhai Nair. [2022] (ITAT-SURAT)
· UDAI CHHASIA [2024] (ITAT-SURAT)
These judgments emphasize that penalties under Section 271F should not be levied if the assessee shows reasonable cause and complies with the notice under Section 148.
5. Request for Relief:
In light of the above, I humbly request your good self to kindly drop the penalty proceedings initiated under Section 271F for the relevant Assessment Year, as I have demonstrated compliance and provided sufficient cause for the delay in filing the return.
Thank you for your understanding and consideration.
Yours faithfully,
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